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                   Member9219@aol.com 
  

This represents the first of what I hope to be a series of newsletters relating to the members of the Class of 1958. Of 

necessity, I’ll have to dominate this issue, but will hope input from readers will take over subsequent issues. The volume 

of material that hopefully comes in will pretty much determine the frequency of publication. I am going to target six 

months as an interval at the outset, and about six pages. With sufficient material, that could accelerate to quarterly. I will 

try to establish a schedule so that it will be expected – and hopefully missed if not received. Considering this one asap 

(about 9/1) with subsequent issues 2/1 and 7/1 so there will be an issue shortly before the reunion date to serve as a 

reminder – if we can continue it. 

It is intended that this should be an email publication, in which the content of each issue could be expanded almost 

indefinitely, but we are in a situation where about 20% of the group do not have access to email. I’m looking at ways to 

address that, but the only certain method of reaching them is by regular mail, and cost is the consideration; not a lot, but 

would add up over six issues. Some sort of subscription fee for “paper” recipients might be necessary, but I would like to 

avoid it. Danvers Fish & Game gets $15 a year for 10 monthly newsletters, so I’m thinking $10 for the six that will take 

us to the next reunion – if it has to be done. 

Another thought was to develop some sort of a “buddy” system along the lines of what you might remember if you ever 

attended a summer camp. The idea would be based on the likelihood that everyone – email or no – is linked socially to 

someone who has it, and we could backstop the distribution process by having volunteers pass the word to one or two  

who would not have received it, by possibly running off a copy to be (hand delivered? mailed?). This would also help to 

insure against missed or overlooked emails. We would have to formalize the process to some extent to be sure everyone 

was covered. 

So if you know of anyone who is email deprived that you might consider adopting, let me know, and we’ll see if we can 

get full coverage. Similarly, if you don’t know of anyone, but would consider taking a pore unfortunate cyberphobe under 

your wing, I’m sure we can accommodate you with a name (or two, or three) on request. 

Any other ideas will be given full consideration. Nearly everyone previously contacted by email has responded to confirm 

their address, and will receive the e-version. The remaining 35-40 will receive a mailed copy of this first issue so that 

everyone will get it and understand what’s going on, and in the months before the next issue we should have something 

worked out. That time may be reduced (to three months) if I’m deluged with material, so fire away. Please! 

One challenge I’d like to propose is to get everyone’s recollection of the teachers from Jr. High and on (Trade School 

included) with the idea of creating a composite that might get them all properly positioned. Individual grade schools good 

also – I’m sure of interest. Results will see publication. (Name, grade, subject, school min., comments subject to edit.) 



Material for Publication …. 

Easiest way to approach that is - provide what you would like to see. Here, I’m thinking thumbnail sketches of your 

careers and or family lives, such as you’d care to make known or brag about. Reminiscences; that goes anywhere so no 

need for specifics. Except, no, Karen, you don’t need to tell that one. Memorabilia, photographs of schooldays “stuff,” 

scans of photographs or documents (300dpi preferred). Anything like that you’d care to send - at your convenience – and 

I’ll archive it for an opportune time to showcase it. If any questions, contact me at any time. Consider questions as 

submissions, always good to generate answers, and sometimes debate – all good. (BTW; to all those I have asked about 

the “other” 7th grade teacher at Ryal Side, Miss Lowry has come (back) to mind. Sound right?) 

If there is anyone with a talent for drawing or cartooning, pre-screen for appropriateness and hit send. Given our age 

bracket it’s unlikely that anyone has “goods or services” that need advertising, but if that provides an opportunity for 

anyone, we can talk. Needless to say it would only take a couple of paid insertions to eliminate our distribution problem. 

No set rates, but I can make some up on short notice. 

I want to keep this as light as possible, but for obvious reasons some heavier things will have to be included. We laid out a 

copy of the Memorium list at the reunion, and there was some “shock and awe” among several readers, so one of the 

purposes to be served here will be to get things like that out on a more timely basis. Not that six months is all that timely, 

but as opposed to a couple of years has to be an improvement.  

 

The 2015 Reunion …. 

This would appear to be the most newsworthy item for this issue since pretty much the only one. More for the benefit of 

those who were unable to attend than those present, but with so much going on in a relatively short time, there may be 

things missed even by those who were there – and I am the President of that club. 

The event was held on a very comfortable Friday afternoon – 1:00 to 5:00 – at the Beverly Golf & Tennis Club (newly 

A/C’d) - or the “Shoe Country Club” to those of us whose clocks stopped on leaving Beverly way back when. Little 

seemed changed there excepting the enlarged parking area. (As for the rest of the city, que sera, sera, I guess. “You can’t 

go home again.”) 

I would like to state my regrets to the half dozen or so people who confused the date and did not appear as we had hoped, 

and will take steps in 2018 to hopefully prevent that from recurring, an 11th hour email or something. 

A few others found at nearly the last minute that they would have to cancel, for a total of 18, and the final attendance 

figure was 96 (70 class members) of 114 reservations (85 class members) made. Regrettably, we were required to provide 

our expected attendance number to the Beverly Golf & Tennis Club two weeks earlier and our financial obligation to them 

was locked in at that time. 

My wife and I arrived at the club about a half hour early as planned and found things already getting under way. The room 

had been nicely arranged with the traditional orange and black BHS colors, and coordinating centerpieces created by 

Marilyn Whitney. 

Unfortunately the table layout created an awkward situation for checking people in, and there was insufficient room to do 

any quick re-arranging, especially with the stemware already on the tables, so there was a lot of scurrying to catch 

everyone as they arrived, connect them with their proper name tags, and clear the entryway. But it all got done, and it goes 

as a “learning experience” for next time. 

As previously announced, there was no entertainment scheduled, and everyone I spoke with registered the opinion that it 

was preferable, so much so that when I did address the question to the group in regard to 2018 the strong majority opinion 



– possibly unanimous – was to fuggeddaboudit. Seems conversation trumps 50s music (loud and continual). Imagine that! 

A second question related to the time of day, and the afternoon casual luncheon was also the strong majority choice. 

The earlier survey on that was split, but although nearly half expressed a preference for a more formal evening program, it 

was not to the exclusion of the PM casual, and in the end I’m not sure but many of them found this preferable. There are 

distinct advantages to the afternoon arrangement; night driving, becoming more of an issue with age, is avoided, and the 

ability to extend the day’s activities elsewhere for any wishing to do so. 

The result is that the 2018 reunion will follow much the same plan, and quite possibly be held in the same place, but I do 

expect enhancements since the treasury is breathing on its own once more. There is one consideration about possibly 

changing the time frame that came up. The scheduling of this was - as it has been – tied in with the annual 50+ Breakfast, 

that in turn is a part of Beverly Homecoming Week, and I think works best for the most. The turnout suggests that this 

time frame is certainly good, but another could be better, and I’ll be looking for opinions on that. 

Someone asked about the “furthest travelled.” That was always recognized in the early days, and I don’t know if an 

oversight or just something lost along the way, but it would be a coin flip between Phyllis Albert (California) and Ralph 

Archung (Washington). Dan Appleton would have been a contender (New Mexico), but ambushed in Utah by a tribe of 

75th birthday celebrants (his own) and Dave Homan (Nebraska) had been in the area a couple of weeks earlier, and unable 

to return for this – I think the stage to St. Louis had broken down – something like that. 

The complements we received were gratifying, and appreciated – and I want to convey my thanks to those who made it a 

point to comment. Thanks due to committee members, Alan Barbeau, who did most of the search and contact work to 

make as many as possible aware that this was “on” (and for real), and Marilyn Whitney, who handled the facilities 

arrangements. 

At the gathering I brought up a matter that concerned us a little about who were actually class members, and how many 

there actually were. It was an awkward venue for that (particularly as I was working without a “mike,” but I wanted to 

introduce the thought and will expand on it a little here. 

Basically, there are three lists that identify the members of the Class of 1958: a list of about 207 who are “generally 

known,” most of whom have attended reunions in the past, a Memorial List of (as of the reunion) 66, and a Directory 

(1998, and possibly a more recent printing) that lists about 400. We have isolated the names of the roughly 120 that make 

up the difference between the first two combined and the third. In looking at the names, and adjusting for some 

duplication and known deceased, it stands at about 100. The feeling is that few if any of them are likely to be interested in 

attending reunions. In fact, about two dozen of the active list have stated their wish not to be contacted in the future. We 

have no contact information for most of them, so will make no extraordinary effort to track them. 

However, my concern is with the Memorial List, where I think any class member should be recognized at the appropriate 

time – or as soon thereafter as we receive notice. But the question was, just who should rightly be considered a class 

member for that purpose. Many on the list drawn from the Directory would be recognized as people who left school at the 

age of 16 as many did back then (possibly even today if they’re foolish enough), but I would be disinclined to say that 

graduation would – or should - be a requirement. 

What I propose – subject to comment and opinion – is that a person should have attended Beverly High School as a 

member of the class scheduled to graduate in 1958, which is to say grade 10 at a minimum at BHS. I see that as a 

reasonable standard that accommodates most of the variables that apply in individual cases. There are names in the list 

(two that I am fairly sure of) who, although “known” would not meet that test, so probably should be dropped, but some 

discussion may be in order. 

At some point, I will make the list generally available – possibly in sections – to see if anyone can provide information 

about anyone on it. Those I know to be deceased class members based on the above have been added to the Memorial list. 



I also noted in my remarks that six or seven class members are apparently in care facilities at the present time. I’m going 

to assume that anyone close enough to them or their families is already aware of more than I know, so will leave that as is. 

As a late addendum, I have been informed that Beverly (Blais) Jacques (one of that group) has recently passed away. 

 

Somewhat related …. 

For those who might not know, there is a web site for the Class of 1960 that has been running for several years that has a 

lot of interesting material that relates to ’58, so worth taking a look at (particularly by Ryal Siders). Also, Dick Page set up 

a site for the Class of ‘58 some time ago, but I don’t think has been heavily supported by contributions of material – 

basically the kind of things we will be looking for here - possibly because not generally known, but also worth looking 

into – both easily found, but email me if you can’t find the links. 

Some of you may also aware of the BHS Alumni site – that contained contributed material from all BHS classes (I think 

about 100 from ’58 had posted information). I believe that was done through school, but is apparently no longer in 

operation. 

In 2012, Steve Mugglebee published a book titled “The Greatest High School Class Ever,” his class of 1959 of course, a 

compilation of photos and recollections from those who responded to his solicitation for same. Of interest since it is of our 

time, if not specific class, and many of the people featured are well known to us. Anyone taking issue with the title will 

have to take it up with him. Muggs has also written a well-received mystery, and the world waits for the next, if he gets 

his house fixed. Amazon.com, if interested 

 

From …. 

Art Newman …. 

Jeff, Hear you loud and clear all the way across America and here outside of Sacramento, CA, actually in Citrus Heights.     

All goes well with us (my wife, Patricia) and we've been married since June of 1967.  I arrived in CA in Sept of 1966 after 

having served my 2 year ROTC army commitment and returning to Maine for an MA in American History.  Got hired the 

first day of school in 1966 in Sac and spent 30 years teaching US history in junior and senior high school.  In June of ‘67 I 

married Patricia who had come from Newcastle, England to teach in a private school in downtown Sacramento, and the 

rest is history.  Our only child, Todd, lives with his family in San Diego.  We spend Nov-Feb at an RV park on San Diego 

Bay, so are able to have family time and avoid the storminess of a "normal" Sacramento winter.  Summer finds us at our 

cabin in the Sierra Nevada just west of the summit off I-80.  So all in all, all goes very well!!  Hope the same goes for you 

and yours.   

Joe (Roland) Jalbert …. 
 
I now live in Rome, NY, and retired 20 years ago as a Mechanical Engineer (Lowell Tech, 1967) with the US 
Government, serving in various capacities, and have taught Computer Applications, Math and Physics in Rochester, NY, 
and Math in Granby, MA., but continue to work part time as a Forensic  Document Examiner 
 
I have studied Handwriting Analysis and Document Examination for over 40 years, and use various systems of 
handwriting analysis: Graphoanalysis, Graphology, Graphotherapeutics, and Psychology to solve profile problems. 
 
In addition to my studies of graphology and document examination, I took graduate courses in psychology and education, 
and hold a lifetime teaching certificate for Math and Science in Massachusetts. For the past 25 years I have worked 
primarily in Document Examination with attorneys, ceo’s, banks, colleges and universities, and law enforcement. 
 



We will be in the North Shore area sometime in September - staying in Marblehead - but family commitments in August 
will keep us from attending the reunion. 
 
 
Don Axelrod …. 
 
Alan suggested I write a note to say why I’ll be missing the Class of 58 activies. The easiest explanation is that I have 
decided not to get old yet. My body keeps trying, but I am still basically a kid playing with toys. 
I’m still an old car nut. The weekend of the reunion is the same as the Flea Market and Car Show in Stow, VT. Being of 
unsound mind (ed. Note: his own words!) I have been going as a parts vendor for 45 years. If I was more into social 
media, I could post hundreds of photos. But the cars, the people, the dark Vermont skies with the Persied  Meteor Shower 
overhead, and friends from both the US and Canada, I see only at this show - and I even get a chance to sell a few auto 
parts. I won’t miss this one. 
 
I have been lucky so far! I dodged a bullet a year ago. Caught before it was a heart attack, but needed double by-pass. All 
over that now. Just getting over a pinched nerve - minor, but painful. See why no one wants to get old? (Another great 
truck show at the Star Speedway in Epping NH in two weeks). 
 
Nine grandchildren, one great-grandson in Sagamore, MA. By the powers of acquired grandchildren from the kid’s 
second marriages we can count 15 grandchildren unofficially, and two more greats on the way. Thirty-one years with my 
second wife, Irene. I’m in Lynn; in the phone book, and usually around - when not at the Cruise-In at the Liberty tree 
Mall. 
 
Paul Silver …. 
 
Paul Silver reports he is recovering from recent double by-pass surgery. 
 
Ron Tagney has forwarded a copy of the Beverly Times from the date of our graduation. It is a goldmine of trivia from 
the event, and other things relating to the era, and I will be extracting items from it as we go along – things like gas at 24.9 
cents a gallon! Photos of the entire class (as in the yearbook) were included. Our thanks to Ron for that; an ideal source 
for getting this started.  
 
Ron also sent along this old postcard to see if anyone can ID the exact location: 
 

 
 

Any of you Cove folks with good memories? 



 

  BHS Aerial View – about 1940 
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